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LECTURE NOTES

LECTURE ONE
Introduction
The purpose for studying church history is not simply to understand the history of how the church grew from its beginnings in Jerusalem; but it’s also to help us understand how the gospel message can be embedded in culture in our own time. Thus the focus of our church history study as stipulated in the course description may be very different from other studies. However there will be sections and points in which our study will correspond with other church history studies. And so we want to learn from church history all that we can, so that we can apply the gospel in our own setting.

Definition of Church History
Church history basically deals with that account of those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal Savior and their relationship with their communities. Church history is from the beginning of the apostolic age through to the beginning of the reformation time period.
The account is organized, systematic, and factual and there are witnesses.
The account is gathered from:
 Archaeological finding
 Existing sources
 Living realities
 Personal testimonies

The Values of Church History
1. It serves as a discipline which gives Christians a knowledge and understanding of the event of the past
2. It helps us to do right and to avoid repeating errors of the past.
3. It protects us from doctrinal errors.  
4. It encourages faith in God and in His power.

The Pentecost Experience

The church started ten (10) days after the ascension and fifty (50) days the resurrection (Pentecost).
On the day of Pentecost One hundred and twenty (120) Disciples of Christ had come to the Holy city of Jerusalem to partake of the festival and they were meeting in a home. In that meeting, the Spirit of God in the form of a violent rushing wind appeared like a tongue-like flame of fire on their heads.
The disciples were led to the temple and the experience of the Holy Spirit which enable them to speak in several different tongues attracted a lot of the visitors in the city since they were speaking various native tongues of the people.
Apostle Peter who had by virtue of the words of Christ Jesus assumed leadership of the group of disciples explained the experience to the people gathered in the temple. He said the happening was a fulfillment of the Prophesy of Joel.
Peter recounting the resurrection of Christ in his speech referred to the Jewish scripture, (Psalm 16:10 & 110:1) which indicated that the Messiah would not be abandoned in death but be enthrone at God’s right hand.
The early message of the Apostles centered on the resurrection of Jesus as fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesies. The miracle of the resurrection was the bases for the gospel, salvation and the church.
Peter’s Speech finally called the Pentecost pilgrims unto repentance and baptism in the name of Jesus. About three thousand (3000) people were added to the group of disciples that day.
The group of disciples initially called their movement “The Way” indicating the way to the Kingdom of God.
They later used an Old Testament term which in Greek was the same as ekklesia (Church in English) – meaning “a gathering of God’s People”.
Palestine was the region of the birth of the Christian. In our study of the history of the church, it will be ideal to consider Palestine as a region and the social- cultural dynamics that helped to shape the history of the church.

PALESTINE IN JESUS’ DAY
Palestine, the land in which Christianity first appeared has long been a land of strife and suffering. It was a crossroad of culture and people. The over two billion people in the province ruled by Rome were divided by region, religion and politics.
Across the region, there were villages where farmer tilled their fields using primitive plows and the cities where one could enjoy Roman civilization.
Jerusalem the city of King David had Jewish priests who offered sacrifices to the Lord God of Israel and the Pagan priest who held rites in honor of the Roman god Jupiter.
The Jews who formed half the population of Palestine despised their foreign overlords the Romans as well as vehement resisted the worship of the pagan gods.
The Roman rule in the region brought to Palestine Hellenistic (Greek) culture.
Under these circumstances, Old Testament promise of God’s deliverance to Israel by the Prophets of old became a subject of interpretation. The different ways of interpretation led to the coming to force of the several factions among the Jews. One of which was the Jesus movement which eventually became the church.
The Pharisees were one of the factions emphasized on the keeping of Jewish traditions and practices that set them apart from pagan culture. Their name Pharisees which meant “separated ones”. They strictly observe every detail of the Jewish law and extremely intolerant of others whom the considered ritually unclean.
Other Jews found the Roman rule as an advantage. Among this group was the Jerusalem aristocratic society. From this small group of wealthy, pedigreed families came the high priest and the lesser priest of the temple.  They enjoyed the sophisticated manners and fashion of the Greco-Roman culture.
The aristocratic group was distant from the common people in society and so their interests were represented by the conservative political group known as the Sadducees. The Sadducees in the time of Christ controlled the Jewish council or the Sanhedrin.
There were also the Zealots, a group who were bent on armed resistance against the Roman overloads. They were inspired by the days of the Maccabees when religious zeal was combined with a sword so they can overthrow the pagan Greco-Roman rule.
Last but not the least was the Essenes, an ascetic group who were concerned by neither politics nor warfare. They withdrew to the wilderness and lived in monastic communities where they studied the scriptures and prepare for the Kingdom of God. And so this eschatological hope was one of the common tenets in their faith.
All of these various groups kept the Messianic hope and firmly believed that the day would come when God would intervene in order to restore Israel and fulfill the promise of a kingdom of peace and justice.



Diaspora of Jews
By the time of Jesus there were sizable Jewish communities in every major city in the Roman Empire. So the Jews scattered far and wide with strong emotional and religious connection with the land of their ancestors. This is of crucial importance for the history of Christianity, for it was one of the main avenues through which the new faith expanded throughout the Empire.
We see this diaspora as Paul went on his missionary journeys; he entered a new town and go to the synagogue where he would preach from the Old Testament texts describing how it is that this Jesus, this Messiah fulfilled all of Old Testament expectation. And it was on the basis of Old Testament promise that Paul began to preach Jesus. So wherever he went he always touched down in major cities and made contact with the Jewish synagogue. And it was from that synagogue that he would do his preaching and out of that many would come to faith. The Jews in this dispersion began to forget Hebrew, and so they had their Old Testament text translated into a Greek version of the Old Testament known as the Septuagint. It was the Septuagint that they primarily used in their synagogue worship. And it is the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament that is most often quoted in the New Testament.
 So it became a place of common conversation and Jews worshipping in their synagogue would know the Septuagint. The early Christians of course shared that document with their Jewish brethren and so it became a point of commonality and it was by virtue of that common vocabulary that common hope of the Messiah which they preached in Jesus became a point of contact between the early Christian Movement. These early Christians believed themselves to be good Jews. They were simply worshipping in the Jewish faith and they believed that the Messiah had come. And so they didn’t see themselves as founding a new religion as though Jesus were somehow had teachings that were set over against the Old Testament, it was simply not the case. Christians saw themselves as a particular sect within Judaism, to begin with. And it was that self-understanding that drove them throughout the Greco-Roman world.








LECTURE TWO

THE APOSTOLIC ERA (33AD – 100AD)
This was period when all the twelve original Apostles of Jesus Christ lived.
An Apostle is one sent with a specific instruction to fulfill a particular assignment.  The Apostle normally begins something new altogether, that is they break new grounds or pioneers a fresh work,
The church was birth from the beginning of the apostolic era. The day of Pentecost which was ten (10) day after the ascension and fifty (50) days after the resurrection is the exact date the church came into existence.
Membership of the Church
There were three (3) categories of people or members. 
The three included:
The Hebrew Jews (They spoke Hebrew tongue)
The Hellenist/ Grecian Jews (Spoke Greek): These were Jews who had come to Jerusalem from all parts of the Roman Empire.
Proselytes (They were not originally Jews by birth but became Jews by circumcision)
The first company of believers was Jewish people. Mary the mother of Jesus and other kinsmen of Jesus and the Apostles were among the early membership.
Since they were mostly Jews, they were loyal to the Jewish laws.

Governance in the Early Church
The twelve (12) original apostles of Jesus were the leaders of the church. Their leadership was not in dispute and no one challenged that.
Issues of Significance 
1. Doctrines 
Three doctrinal statements were emphasized:
· Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.
· Jesus was indeed crucified, resurrected, ascended and is the head of the church in heaven.
· The Lord Jesus will come again to rule forever.
The church was bound together by the following:
· The Apostle’s teachings
· Baptism
· The Lord’s Super (depicted the death and resurrection of Christ)

2. Financial Matters
An anticipation that Christ was coming back very soon among the believers in the Church in Jerusalem made give up on working. This resulted in the church in Jerusalem being poor and so aid was therefore mobilized to support the people.

EXPANSION AND GROWTH OF THE CHURCH
The church in started to expand during the persecution time in Jerusalem. Saul who later turned Paul persecuted the church with all his strength. Through the persecutions, the Christian faith spread far and wide. As a result of the persecutions, several Gentiles joined the church.
As the church grew in thousands, more of the Hellenist Jews joined the church. They lived in separate communities, spoke Greek and thus used the Greek version of Old Testament called ‘The Septuagint’.  The Hellenists who believed in Christ were welcomed by the Apostles.
Unity in the church was compromised by growing rivalry between the Palestinian and Hellenist members in the Church.
Gentiles and the Jewish Law
As a result of the increased conversion of so many gentiles soon after the day of Pentecost there began to be serious problems as to how far these new converts ought to be bound by the laws and ceremonies of the Jewish faith. At first, Christians continued to worship alongside Jewish believers, which historians refer to as Jewish Christianity, but within twenty years of Jesus's death, doctrinal issues created factions in the church that required urgent attention,
 Resolving the doctrinal differences among the competing factions, sometime around the 50 AD, the apostles convened the first Church council, the Council of Jerusalem. This council affirmed that Gentiles could become Christians without adopting all of the Mosaic Law.


Apostle Paul
Saul of Tarsus who had been trained in the Pharisaic law was converted probably about A.D. 35 when he was on a mission actually to destroy Christians. He was knocked off his horse on the road to Damascus and God confronted him and transformed his life. In the encounter that led to his transformation, his name Saul was changed to Paul. After that experience, Paul who had been a persecutor of Christians then became one of the churches greatest missionaries. It’s revealing as you begin to read through the pages of the New Testament to see how his missionary journeys spread the Gospel to various parts of Europe, Asia Minor and Greece.
Other Factors that contributed to the Expansion of Church 
Movement of the Jews
When the Temple was destructed in AD 70 there came about the diaspora of the Jews. For centuries before the birth of Jesus the number of Jews living away from Palestine had been increasing. From Old Testament times there were numerous Jews in Persia and Mesopotamia. In Egypt they even built a temple in the seventh century B.C. and another five centuries later. This migration of the Jews who had embraced the Christian faith contributed immensely to the spread of the Christian faith in different parts of the Roman Empire and beyond.
The Greco-Roman World
· Now another factor that helped to expand the Christian faith was the influence of the Empire of Greco-Roman world. 
· The Roman Empire had brought an unprecedented political unity to the Mediterranean. Although each region kept some of its ancient laws and customs, the general policy of the empire was to encourage as much uniformity as possible. This political uniformity allowed the early Christians to travel without having to fear bandits or local wars.
· In reading the accounts about Paul’s journeys we see that the great threat to shipping at that time was bad weather and not restrictions or fear of attacked from armed gangs. 
· A few decades earlier an encounter with pirates was much more to be feared than any storm. 
· By the first century there were well paved and guarded roads that ran to the most distant provinces. 
· Since trade flourished, travel was constant thus Christianity often reached a new region not through the work of missionaries or preachers but through traveling traders, slaves and others. In that sense the political circumstances favored the spread of Christianity. 





LECTURE THREE
The 1st Imperial Persecutions (65 AD)
The term imperial means it connected to the Empire.
This era marked the beginning of attacks on the church which started with murder of James the son of Zebedee by Herod Agrippa (I) in A.D 41.
James the brother of the Lord was in charge of the church in Jerusalem. He was murdered in AD 62 by the instruction of the Jewish High Priest.
This was followed by the arrest of Peter which did not amount to much as he was supernaturally delivered from harm. After his escape from prison, he embarked on a missionary journey which to him to Antioch, Corinth and cities in Asia Minor.
Most of the 12 apostles of Jesus lost their lives in the 1st imperial persecutions under Empire Nero.
Emperor Nero
Emperor Nero who became the Roman Empire from 37 AD to 68 AD is known in church history one of the worse Emperors (Caesar’s).  Tertullian the Christian Apologist described him as “the first emperor who dyed his sword in Christian blood” (Apology V). Some say he was an Anti-Christ.
Emperor Nero accused Christian as being responsible for setting up a fire that burnt greater part of the city of Rome in July 18th, A.D. 64. This accusation on Christian was as result of rumors which circulated that Emperor Nero was responsible for setting up the fire.
The fallout from this blame on Christians was the intense persecutions by the Empire.
Several Christians were arrested, tortured and killed under cruel treatment. Whiles some believers were crucified, others were dressed in animal skin and exposed to wild dogs who torn them into pieces.
Women were tied to mad bulls and dragged to death.  There were those who were also burnt at the stake in Nero’s garden.
Apostles Peter and Paul were killed during this persecution by Nero. Peter was crucified with his head down at his request. Paul being a Roman citizen was beheaded.

The Decline of Jerusalem
In A.D. 66 the Jews revolted. They refused to perform their daily sacrifice to the empire.
In A.D. 70, the Emperor Vespasian and his forces led by Titus broke through the walls of Jerusalem, destroyed the Temple and carried away the spoils to Rome.
The destruction of Jerusalem led to a revolt from the Jewish people.
The Apostolic age ended with the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70

2nd Imperial Persecution
Some Reasons for the Imperial Persecution
Apart from Emperor Nero’s accusations against the Christians in Rome and the ensuing repercussions, church historians believe there were other reasons that brought the imperial persecutions. They include these:
1. The supreme cause of the Roman persecution of Christians arose from the tradition of Emperor Worship. It was a conflict between Christ and Caesar. And the Christian Monotheistic stand made they resolute against any regard for the worship of the Empire.
2. Christians were also persecuted because of slanderous insinuations that their gatherings were for sexual activities and other forms of evil.
The imperial persecutions also came with the establishment of the following institutions of the Christian faith:
Institutions
 The Sabbath
The Lords Day - 1st day of the week (the resurrection day)
The Lord’s super (Holy Communion)
Observation of Easter Sunday
Water Baptism (baptism by immersion not water sprinkling)

John the beloved who was preserved on the island of Patmos to receive the revelation of the present day church and future (eschatological) events died in 100 AD.  



The Age of Catholic Christianity

Between AD 70 – 312, that is the period within which the church recorded the death of the last Apostle and the rise of the Christian emperors.
The word Catholic Christianity means universality of the Christian faith and the term was first mentioned or introduced Ignatius (Bishop of Antioch) in the early 2nd century.


The Spread of the Christian Faith

· After the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, the spread of the Christian faith was to the north (specifically Antioch of Syria – the 3rd largest city in the Roman Empire.
· From Antioch the Gospel went eastward to India. 
· However, there was a rapid movement and spread of the Gospel to the west of Antioch. 
· Ephesus (a seaport) was the next point of call from west of Antioch.
· The movement of the Christian faith continued to Rome where the spread slowed down a little.
· There is the mention of a church in Lyons (which was southern France) in the 2nd century.
· By the 3rd century, the Gospel had gotten to Spain. 
· Britain was not left out even though it is unclear how Christianity entered there.
· Three Bishops from Britain attended a church council meeting at Arles in southern France in A.D.  314.
· The Gospel moved across the Mediterranean to North of Africa specifically to a city called Carthage (an area in modern Tunisia and Algeria).
· Bishops were in charge in charge of the churches both in towns and villages.
· Eastward of North Africa, the Gospel got Cyrene (a colony of ancient Greek in a region of present Libya)

During this era as well the Gospel made some social impact on the communities where it made strides.
The following are some social elements worked towards the spread of the Christian faith:
· Believers in the first three centuries were mostly slaves, women, traders and soldiers. The personality and nature of work made them interact with people whom they introduced their faith to.
· The work of Christian Apologists in the 2nd and 3rd centuries really drove the agenda of spread of the Christian faith. They wrote in strong defense of the Gospel in the severest moments of the church. 
Tertullian, the father of Latin Theology born in Carthage in AD 150 was a major Christian Apologist credited with being the first to use the Latin word ‘trinitas’ (Trinity). 
Irenaeus (Bishop of Lyons in Gaul) wrote five monumental books against gnostic heresies of his area.
 

Reasons for the Spread of the Gospel
1. Early Christians were moved by a burning conviction about the creative power of God that could save. An unshaken assurance in the face of challenges and Martyrdom.
2. The Gospel met a wide number of needs in the hearts of people. 
3. Practical expression of Christian love won a lot of admiration from non-Christians. Tertullian indicated in his writing that the pagans remarked “see how these Christians love one another” Christian love found expression in the care of the poor widows and orphans, visit to brethren in prisons and acts of compassion during a famine, earthquake or wars.
4. Persecution in many instances helped to publicize the Christian faith. Martyrdoms were often witness by crowds in the amphitheater. The attitude of the martyrs made a deep impression on those who witnessed their martyrdom.









 










LECTURE FOUR
THE PERSECUTED ERA (100 AD – 313 AD)
The following are some suggested activities that may have caused the Persecution of the Christian church during this era.
1. Christians were hiding to worship their God.
2. Idol worship – Paganism was the order of the society and so to have any other deity apart from the pagan gods was an act of rebellion.
3. Emperor Worship – Bowing to the Emperor. Christian took a stand against this act of bowing to the Emperor.
4. Recognition given to Judaism – Judaism had received acceptance from the Roman authorities. Christians on the other hand were not recognized at this time.
5. Secret gathering of Christians - the peculiar intimacy of Christian society and its secrecy about its religious practices spawned rumors that Christians were guilty of incest and cannibalism; the resulting a threat to leadership of the empire.
6. Equality among members of the church:
Equality among members of the church was undermining the principles of the society and hence this provoked persecution of the church.
7. Business Interest (Acts 19Vrs 23)
Some craftsmen (Demetrius, a silversmith was producing silver shrines for Diana, the goddess). Christianity gaining root meant collapse of their business, hence they fought against the spread of Christianity (that is they persecuted the saints).

CRIMES AT THE THEATER/AMPHITHEATER
The theater was a large open place where Christians were being persecuted (either by setting fire round you to be burnt alive or wild beast are released upon you to eat you flesh alive).
Christians did not accept to be part of the social feast and social parties of the pagans at such venues. This was due to the inhuman nature of the activities carried out at such functions. Example at such social gatherings was a Gladiatorial combat, where at amphitheaters all across the empire, the emperor will force prisoners of war and slave to fight with each other to death. This was done just for the amusement of the crowd.
The Persecution of Some Church Leaders
Fundamental to the persecutions was the fact that Christians by virtue of their faith rejected the pagan gods. Christian ethics in itself was a criticism of the pagan life. The pagan meals were offered to their gods. Strictly adhering to these Christian virtues led to personal trial of some church leaders one of whom was Polycarp.
 
Polycarp was a Bishop of Smyrna in Asia Minor. He was persecuted for being a Christian. Polycarp in his persecution told the Emperor “I am a Christian, said Polycarp”. “If you want to know what that is, set a day and listen”
Polycarp refused to deny Christ and for his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He replied the Proconsul “For eighty-six years I have served Him, and He has done me no evil, how could I curse my King who saved me?” Thus the dialogue went on, when the judge threatened to burn him alive, Polycarp simply answered that the fire that the judge would light would last only a moment; whereas the eternal fire would never go out.
He was burned to death and before his death, he looked up and prayed this pray “Lord Sovereign God I thank you that you have deemed me worthy of this moment, so that jointly with your martyrs I may have a share in the cup of Christ. For this I bless and glorify you. Amen.”
Ignatius (Bishop of Antioch)
 Ignatius was a bishop of Antioch and he was condemned to death by the imperial authorities in             the second century. He was known as the bearer of God. The Roman authorities picked him from Antioch to Rome in view executing him in the festivities in their theaters.
When news got to the Christians in Rome about his arrest and probable killing, the believers made effort to seek for his release. But he wrote series of letters to express his deep faith in Jesus. He was quite concerned actually because Christians in Rome were considering freeing him from death. He was ready to seal his witness with his blood. And any move on the part of the Christians in Rome to save him would be an obstacle to his goal. He therefore wrote to them, “I fear your kindness may harm me because you may be able to achieve what you plan but if you pay no heed to my request it will be very difficult for me to attain unto God.”
Ignatius made it clear that his purpose is to be an imitator of the passion of Jesus Christ his Lord. Thus for him as he was going through trials, his discipleship was taking effect. He therefore required the Christians in Roman to pray for him not to be freed but that he will be strengthen to go through the trials to the end.

The Beginning of Heresies
In the mist of the persecutions, the church was able to put together the various letters of the New Testament Bible.  Again, the persecution brought about great growth of the church. However, there were other implications of the persecutions on the church such as:
· The loss of apostolic authority
· Heretical Sects (wrong doctrines)
· Analogy with the State (Autonomous leadership)
· Doctrinal Errors. (Most of which were challenging the basic doctrines of the church).
Heretic Sects
Gnosticism is a collection of religious ideas and systems which originated in the late 1st century AD among Jewish and early Christian sects. Gnostics consider the principal element of salvation to have direct knowledge of the supreme divinity in the form of mystical insight.
For the Gnostics, salvation was salvation from the material world. It was salvation from the body. And salvation for them was secret knowledge so that you could negotiate those heavenly powers that stood between you and attaining to unrestricted purity in the upper regions; the realm where the one true God lived, far above heavens and earth.
One such Gnostic group was the Marcionism. This was led by Marcion Apontus who history tells us was active in Rome in 140 AD. Marcion was rejected by the church and even though there are no clear records of how he joined the Gnostic, he had gathered a considerable following by 150 AD. 
Marcion did not reject the Old Testament; on the contrary, he accepted it as divine revelation and insisted that it be taken literally. That is the God of the Old Testament who created the physical world, raised Moses and the other prophets of old as well as promised to send Christ to establish his Kingdom on earth is not the true God. He is not God the Father of Jesus Christ, who is absolutely good. Marcion in referring to God the Father of Jesus would say, “The one true God”. 
Jesus says that “a good tree cannot produce evil fruit” and “that people are not to judge but to be merciful as their Father is merciful.” Hence since the creator, the God of the Old Testament condemns and punishes evil doers then he incompatible with the principles Jesus taught. In other words Marcion was saying that the God of the Old Testament is not “the one true god” because the one true god would not have anything to do with created matter. The one true god is far above, and does not descend into matter or have anything to do with it. The Old Testament God, the creator is called the lesser god.
Marcion held that this other god, the one true god, unknown, who is pure goodness and love took pity on the unfortunate victims of their unpleasant creator and sent Jesus to put matters right.
Marcion’s beliefs taught that Jesus was sent by the one true god and that Christ was the Messiah sent by the creator. The creator used Jesus to correct his errors by exchanging the souls of all those condemned by the law through his death. Again, the death of Jesus offered them the free forgiveness of all the sins done against the law and the abolition of the limitations of the law.
The Apostle of Jesus according to Marcion were deceived to mistake the message of Jesus with the message of the creator’s Messiah hence he describes the New Testament is a false amalgam of Jesus’ Gospel with the principles of the creator. Marcion held out that only the original letters of Paul and a short version of the Gospel of Luke genuinely represented the Gospel.
So Marcion’s gospel has no narrative of the birth of Jesus because if he is consistent in his belief that God cannot participate in matter, then for Marcion the incarnation that is God becoming flesh, is impossible. That’s why Marcion says OUT with the swaddling clothes, OUT with the manger. He wants nothing to do with the birth of Jesus. He loves Jesus grown as a man, who gives secret wisdom and knowledge and that’s why this system of thought is called Gnosticism. It is Marcion’s belief and that of others, including Valentinus and Basilides, that one needed special knowledge in order to attain salvation.

RESPONSES TO THE GNOSTICISM
Irenaeus, who lived approximately from 170 through 250 A.D. fought against the Gnostic heresy. 
He reasserted that the God of Christians is the God who created heaven and earth at the beginning of time. And who promises to redeem all of creation at the end of time. 
New heavens and new earth is the goal of the promise of God. And here I would urge you Bible students to take a look at Isaiah 65 and Romans 8 where you see the affirmation of resurrection and, the belief that God really desires for the Kingdom to come to be an embodiment.
Resurrection is central in the thinking of Irenaeus, Apostle Paul, and the early Christians so they affirmed that in all things. Now one of the things that early Gnostics used to say is this, “when I die I am going to go straight to heaven”.  The Gnostics paraded as Christians and they basically said that’s my belief pattern.
Justin Martyr (that 2nd century Christian apologist) said, he protested strongly saying, “some who are called Christians who say there is no resurrection of the dead and that their soul  when they die are taken to heaven”. He calls such people godless impious heretics and he warns his readers not to be deceived by them, do not imagine that they are Christians.
In contrast, Justin Martyr insists “I and others who are right minded Christians on all points are assured that there will be a resurrection of the dead”.  
Irenaeus discusses the intermediacy saying what happens to you when you die? If you don’t go straight to heaven what happens? He discusses the intermediate state, making the case that all humans enter into Sheol at death. There are no exceptions made for anyone, not even for Christ.
Note here that Jesus is the prototype He lives, He dies, He is buried, and at a point in the Apostles Creed we say Jesus is crucified, dead, and buried, he descended into hell that little phrase he descended into hell simple means that he experienced death in its fullness.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The resurrection was argued against the Gnostics and so one of the ways in which the early Christian church fought against Gnosticism is that they began to set forward the Creed, that is the Apostles Creed that went through very many forms before it came into its final form as we have it now.
















LECTURE 5

Emperor Caesar Flavius Constantine the Great [AD 306 – 337]
In AD 312, Constantine (son of Constantius Chorus) dislodged his rivalry Caesar Maxentius and his troops and captured Rome. His reign as Emperor is said to make the end of the Age of Catholic Christianity and the beginning of the Age of the Christian Empires [312 – 500AD], that is the Christianization of the empire and the imperial interference in the Christian church’s affairs. It began with Emperor Constantine.
Constantine’s predecessor, Emperor Diocletian fought hard to save the Roman Empire from disintegration. However, almost getting to the end of his reign, he ordered the persecution and purging of the Christian church.
Church buildings were destroyed, Christian worship prohibited and scriptures burnt. Bishops and other Christians alike were imprisoned, tortured or put to death. Finally the worse persecutions of Christians by the Rome came to an end with the death of Emperor Diocletian and his compatriots.
 Many historians believe that Constantine’s victory in battle and his conversion to the Christian faith was inspired by the Godhead.
Prior to his victory, it is believed that Constantine turned to the God of the Christians.
In a dream, he saw a cross in the sky and the words “In this sign conquer”. Upon his victory, Constantine saw his success as a proof of the power of Christ and the superiority of the Christian religion.
Emperor Constantine upon assuming office in 312 AD favored Christianity openly.
Significant Achievements of Emperor Constantine 
He offered tax exemptions and other special legal status to ecclesiastical property and personnel. Christian minister enjoyed tax exemption as was the case for pagan priest. These gifts and later ones combined to make the Church the largest landowner in the West by the 6th century.
He gave large gifts of land and money to the church which supported the construction of huge and magnificent church buildings.
Many of these gifts were funded through severe taxation of pagan cults. Some pagan cults were forced to disband for lack of funds; when this happened the Church took over the cult's previous role of caring for the poor
He abolished execution by crucifixion.
He halted the battles of gladiatorial combat as a punishment for crimes.
In 312 AD, he declared Sundays as a public holiday.
His sons and daughters and the indeed the entire house hold adopted the Christian faith and lifestyle.
Constantine was baptized into the Christian faith before his death in 337 AD.
He stopped wearing the imperial purple and started white baptismal robes.
During Constantine's reign, approximately half of those who professed the Christian faith did not subscribe to the mainstream version of the faith. Constantine feared that disunity would displease God and lead to trouble for the Empire, so he took military and judicial measures to eliminate some sects. As a measure to resolve other disputes, Constantine began the practice of calling ecumenical councils to determine binding interpretations of Church doctrine.
The first of such council was the council of Nicaea in 325 AD. A decision made at the Council of Nicaea (325) was about the divinity of Christ. The council established Christ is truly God. This   led to a schism out of which came the new religion, Arianism. Arianism flourished outside the Roman Empire. Partially to distinguish themselves from Arians, Catholic devotion to Mary became more prominent. This led to further schisms.
In 380 AD, mainstream Christianity–as opposed to Arianism–became the official religion of the Roman Empire. Christianity became more associated with the Empire, resulting in persecution for Christians living outside of the empire, as their rulers were afraid that Christians would revolt in favor of the Emperor. In 385 AD, this new legal authority of the Church resulted in the first use of capital punishment being pronounced as a sentence upon a Christian 'heretic', namely Priscillian.
During this period, the Bible was first officially laid out in Church Councils or Synods through the process of official 'canonization'. Some historical accounts say in 382 AD, the Council of Rome first officially recognized the Biblical canon, listing the accepted books of the Old and New Testament, and in 391 AD the Vulgate Latin translation of the Bible was made. Other accounts list the Council of Carthage of 397 as the Council that finalized the Biblical canon as it is known today.




LECTURE SIX

THE MEDIVAL ERA (The Middle Ages) (476 – 1463 AD)
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