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Theological Research Methods II:

Introduction to Module & Research Proposal

Dr Annang Asumang

This course, made up of two parts, I and II, is aimed at providing students with theoretical and practical know 
how and confidence to perform worthwhile theological research in service of the Kingdom. Its interim goal is to 

prepare students to produce their MA thesis which is a requirement for obtaining the degree. But in the long 
term it will also serve as providing the foundations for future postgraduate theological research and ultimately 

foster a culture of consistent Christian scholarly theologians and pastoral practitioners.

 The first part (Theological Research Methods I) focuses on broad foundations of theological research, 
acquisition and honing of research ideas, construction of topic and detailing concise research concepts. The 

second part (Theological Research Methods II) focuses more on the research journey, choices of methods and 
the construction and defense of the research proposal. 

Topics covered include conceptual issues in research, research ethics, literature review, research design, 
techniques for data collection, tools for data coding and analysis, various qualitative methods of data collection, 
analysis and publication. Basic statistical methods will also be covered even though not exhaustively. Students 

will be introduced to the use of software in data analysis (NVIVO for qualitative research).
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Structure of the Module: Part II (Research Proposal)

1. Introduction to Research Proposal Writing

2. Efficient Literature Search

3. Reviewing the Literature

4. Designing the Research

5. Research Ethics and Challenges**

6. Practical session on Completing RP

7. Preparing for Research Proposal Defense

8. Scholarly Writing

9. Referencing, Bibliography and Everything Else

10.Summary & Research Proposal Clinic
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Learning Outcomes for this session

1. Introduction to the Course

2. The Research Proposal Form

3. Examples of Completed Research Proposal Forms

3

4



17/06/2024

3

Learning Outcome for the Course

To complete and defend a Research Proposal to the 
Faculty of Daniel Institute 

DI MASM Research Project Process

Step of Process Instruction Timeline

Research Idea, Topic & Concept Submission Assessments for Part I 15th March

Research Proposal Submission Research Proposal Template must be used 31st July 2024

Research Proposal Defense Assessments for Part II: Oral Defense Date to be announced

Allocation of Supervisor Allocated according to faculty expertise Date to be announced

Research Conduct & Thesis Writing Done under supervisor Date to be announced

Thesis Submission & Marking Detailed instruction on thesis available Date to be announced

MA Thesis Defense Before faculty & external examiner panel Date to be announced
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Assessments for Part II

• Formative Assessment: 40% of total marks

– Submit Research Proposal using the provided template (download from 
OCW on the Research Methods site)

– Deadline for submission: 31st July 2024

• Summative Assessment: 60% of total marks

– Oral Defense of Research Proposal
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DI MASM Research Project Process

Step of Process Instruction Timeline

Research Idea, Topic & Concept Submission Assessments for Part I 15th March

Research Proposal Submission Research Proposal Template must be used 31st July 2024

Research Proposal Defense Assessments for Part II: Oral Defense Date to be announced

Allocation of Supervisor Allocated according to faculty expertise Date to be announced

Research Conduct & Thesis Writing Done under supervisor Date to be announced

Thesis Submission & Marking Detailed instruction on thesis available Date to be announced

MA Thesis Defense Before faculty & external examiner panel Date to be announced
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Rough Guide on Length of sections

• Aim for 13-15 pages length for the Research Proposal

• Arial font 12; 1.15 line spacing

• Background & Review of Scholarship: 4-5 pages

• Research Problem and Questions: 0.5-1 page

• Research Objectives and Contributions: 1-1.5 pages

• Research Design and Methodology: 4-5 pages

• Hypothesis: One sentence

• Structure & Timeframe: 0.5 pages
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Purposes vs Objectives

Purposes
• Reason for the research

• Long term

• Broad and abstract

• Single or two

Objectives
• Goals to achieve through the 

research

• Short term

• Concrete and measurable

• Several

Example of Purpose

• The purpose of this study is to determine what a socio-rhetorical analysis of the 
Epistle of Jude might reveal regarding the best way in which false teaching in 
Ghanaian Churches may be addressed.

• There are reasons to suggest that the contextual background of the contemporary 
Ghanaians Christian Church bears some similarities to the background of Jude’s 
recipients. For example….. 

• This is especially so in the sense of continued emergence of heterodox teachings 
some of them motivated by financial and sensual interests. 

• Accordingly an analysis of how and why Jude employed his letter to address this 
situation may have relevance and application in the context of Ghana 17/06/2024 Daniel Institute; MASM; Dr Asumang 16
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10

Turabian
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Background & Review of Scholarship
• Every postgraduate research is aimed at making contribution to scholarship

• Every postgraduate research is focused on solving a problem which is of interest 
to scholars or shedding light on that problem

• Background & Review of scholarship section of the RP is devoted to demarcating 
the scholarly terrain of the problem and therefore how the research is related to 
that terrain

• If the problem has not been of interest to scholars, the researcher should use the 
section to demonstrate that based on other scholarly interests this problem must 
also be of interest to them.
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Why must this topic be of interest to scholars? 

A Practical Theological Strategy to improve the Mid-Week Service 
attendance at the ICGC Wisdom Temple Branch
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Interest of Scholars in Mid-Week Services
1. Scholars are interested in activities, methods and factors which 

contribute to spiritual formation and growth among Christians

2. Scholars are interested in means and methods by which the Church 
effectively organizes evangelistic programs

3. Scholars are interested in rigorous use of methods for investigating 
problems to do with the Church, in relation to both its spiritual and 
numerical growth through group meetings and evangelism 

4. As the mid-week service is one means of achieving these, scholars must 
also be interested in investigating its efficacy and improving effectiveness
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If the problem has not been of interest to scholars, the 
researcher should use the Background and Review of 

Scholarship section to demonstrate that based on other 
scholarly interests this problem must also be of interest to them
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Background & Review of Scholarship section of the RP is devoted to 

demarcating the scholarly terrain of the problem and therefore how 

the research is related to that terrain
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The Problem Statement

A concise single sentence (at most short 
paragraph) statement, question or objective 

which articulates 
the problem within its scope that 

the research seeks to answer
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Research 
Problem

Defining the Research Problem

Which Seminary Discipline?
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Characteristics of a Good Research Problem
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Research Problem Statement

Research Questions
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Constructing Research Questions
• Turn Problem Statement into the Main Question if not already

• Decide the Steps of the Methodology you are going to use

• Break the Main Question down into sub-questions, each sub-question corresponding 
to each step of the methodology

• Often each chapter of thesis is governed by a sub-question, but occasionally, two sub-
questions may be in same chapter. 

• If a sub-question requires more than two chapters to answer then it must be broken 
down into two sub-questions. 

• Questions may need adjusting to reduce scope and refocus on outcome as the study 
proceeds
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Questions?
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